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Tim Schouten lives in the country outside Winnipeg. He has horses and dogs and he drives a 
pickup truck. He has a city life as a long-term member of the board of the Plug In Institute of 
Contemporary Art. He also makes encaustic paintings of the so-called "treaty lands" given to 
various First Nations by the Canadian government. Many land claims are in dispute, some have 
never been addressed, and many Canadians are uneasy about treaty lands because they believe 
that the entire country is still - at least technically speaking - owned by Natives. 

  

  

 
Tim Schouten, from the Treaty 4 Suite, oil, dry pigment, microcrystalline wax, beeswax and dammar resin on acid free 
vellum 

  
Schouten is not Native, but he has a deep sympathy with First Nations. His photographic 
research shows that treaty lands do not look particularly "Native." Looking Native has nothing to 
do with one's status as a Native person, so why should Native land look different from other kinds 
of land? His new paintings are unlike his previous work. In earlier paintings the encaustic was 
applied layer upon layer to make a dense surface, but the new work is painted on translucent 
paper and suspended out from the wall as if lit from behind. The colour is radiant. Details have 
been painted with a special encaustic pen usually used to paint Ukrainian Easter eggs. The pen 
lines are delicate and spidery. Excerpts from actual treaties have been inscribed across the face 
of some of the landscapes as a way of visualizing the law on the land. 
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