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Island Lake, 2017, offer visual nods 

to both minimalism and vintage 

textbook illustrations, suggesting 

a kinship with historic Canadian 

illustrator CW Jefferys. These two 

works, drawn from the separate 

series "The Treaty Party, 1910," 

were wisely included, as they thread 

histories between the present-day 

gathering of Anisininew Okimawin 

relations and the historic Adhesion 

to Treaty 5 signings of 1909. 

While treaties are often seen 

as complex, one-sided and rooted 

in land appropriation issues, First 

Nations peoples can view them as 

intimate, detailed and symbolic. 

Citing the Government of Canada's 

website: "Canada is a test case for 

a grand notion-the notion that 

dissimilar peoples can share lands, 

resources, power, and dreams while 

respecting and sustaining their dif­

ferences." To First Nations, treaties 

are sacred covenants intended 

to foster relationships based on 

mutual respect and cooperation. 

Schouten's exhibition Investigates 

the origins of Treaty 5 and the 

subsequent Adhesion, offering rich 

landscapes and figures who reflect 

the Anisininew Okimawin con­

nections to rights and freedoms, 

identity and land. 

"The Island Lake Paintings (Treaty 

5)" immersed viewers in contempo­

rary and historical contexts, both 

shaped by fragmented histories. By 

bridging Island Lake's geography, 

history and the present in his studio, 

Schouten channels the collective 

memory and brings depth to the 

work, while expanding the field 

he can "play in." The events that 

happened at the Treaty 5 Memorial 

Gathering are elevated through his 

encaustic palimpsest; the works 

become a contemporary meditation, 

urging reflection on the ongoing 

interconnection of community, 

land and ancestry. I 

"TI1e Island Lake Paintings (Treaty 

5)" was exhibited at the Soul Gallery, 

Winnipeg, from May 29, 2025, to 

June 12, 2025. 

Doug Lewis is an independent curator 

and artist, formerly based in Beijing 

and now in Winnipeg. 


